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from the Pastor... 
  

‘A churchgoer once wrote a letter to the 

editor of a newspaper and complained 

that it made no sense to go to church 

every Sunday. 

 

“I’ve gone for thirty years now,” he 

wrote, “and in that time I have heard 

something like 3,000 sermons.  But for 

the life of me, I can’t remember a single 

one of them.  So, I think I’m wasting my 

time and the pastors are wasting theirs 

by giving sermons all the time.” 

 

This started a real controversy in the 

‘Letters to the Editor’ column, much to 

the delight of the editor.  It went on for 

weeks, until someone wrote this thought 

to ponder… 

 

“I’ve been married for thirty years now.  

In that time, my wife has cooked some 

32,000 meals.  But for the life of me, I 

cannot recall the entire menu for a single 

one of those meals.  But, I do know this: 

they all nourished me and gave me the 

strength I needed to do my work.  If my 

wife had not given me these meals, I 

would be physically dead today.  

Likewise, if I had not gone to church for 

nourishment, I would be spiritually dead 

today!” 

 

Faith sees the invisible, believes the 

incredible, and receives the impossible!  

Thank God for the physical AND 

spiritual nourishment.’ 
 

“I was glad when they said to 
me, ‘Let us go to the house of 

the Lord.’” 
~ Psalm 122:1 

 

“Enter God’s gates with 
thanksgiving, and God’s courts 

with praise!” 
~ Psalm 100:4a 

 

“Ascribe to the Lord the glory 
of God’s name; worship the 

Lord in holy array.” 
~ Psalm 29:2 

 

“Worship God who made 
heaven and earth, the sea and 

the fountains of water.” 
~ Revelation 14:7b 

 
How spiritually nourished are you? 
 

How spiritually healthy and sustained are 

you? 
 

Come to the worship table.  God is 

waiting to feed us so that we might go 

out and help to nourish another. 

  

                                Pastor Waldmann.Pastor Waldmann.Pastor Waldmann.Pastor Waldmann.    
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BIRTHDAY DIMES  
FOR MISSION 

Thank you for bringing your 
Birthday Dimes on the last Sunday 
of the month in which you were 

born.  Bring one dime for every year 
you are celebrating.  Birthday dimes 
will support “Project Linus,” a 
mission project of our Sunday 

School.  Birthday Dimes for July 
and August will be received on 

Sunday,  
August 28.  Thank you. 

 

<>   <>   <>   <>   <>   <>   <>  <> 
 

WE PRAY GOD’S COMFORT AND 
PEACE BLESS THE FAMILIES 

OF: 
 

HARRY POST, on May 7, son of 

Doris Hoha and brother of Karen 

Morrison; and MABELL AVERY, 

on June 1, sister of Edna Groover. 
 

May God’s peace bless and keep 

you. 
 
 

Sunday Worship 
remains at the 10:00 
Hour throughout the 
summer months.  
Come and Worship 
the Lord in joy and in 

gladness. 

 

CELEBRATE 
 

the Baptism of COLBY GRAHAM 

BLAKE, on Sunday, August 21… 
 

and the birth of Lisa and Forrest Helvie’s 

second child, at Hartford Hospital, 

scheduled for September 28. 

 

Confirmation Orientation 
will take place on Wednesday, August 
the 24th, at 7:00 p.m., in the Tuesday 
Ladies Room in the downstairs wing 
of the building.  Confirmation classes 
will begin in September.  If I have 

‘missed’ being in touch with a family 
about this opportunity for a child in 
school grade 7 and up, please contact 
me at: clergymantlefan@comcast.net 

-- Pastor Waldmann. 

 

RED CROSS BLOOD 
DRIVES at PUMC 

August 18. 

October 13. 

December 15. 
Thank you for donating blood.  Thank 

you for making some cookies and/or 

finger sandwiches.  Thank you for 

helping Nancy and Bob Burns 

rearrange the Sanctuary and restore it 

to accommodate these Drives. 

Blood Drive hours: 1:45 ~ 6:45 p.m 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL Rally Day 
Breakfast: Sunday, 

September 11, 9:00 a.m. 
 

We are very excited to announce that 

Sunday School will be starting on 

Sunday, September the 11th. 
 

To kick off our new year, we are inviting all 

Sunday School families to a very special 

breakfast at 9 AM in the upper Fellowship Hall. 

There will be a variety of breakfast finger foods, 

juices and coffee. 
 

We have Sunday School classes for children ages 

3 through adult.  Members of all classes 

including the adult class and their families are 

welcome to join us for breakfast. 
 

After the breakfast, there will be an opportunity 

for students to meet with their teachers, while 

parents can register their children and talk about 

the year ahead. 
 

Mark your calendars with these dates: 

Sunday, September 11 – Rally Day. 

Sunday, September 18 – Bible Presentation 

 and Teacher Dedication. 

Sunday, October 23 – Project Linus Blanket 

 Workshop after worship (see article on 

 the adjoining column of this page). 
 

 

Amazon Associates Program 
 

Earlier this year, we invited you to make your 

Amazon purchases by accessing Amazon through 

our church website.  As a result, our church 

received a percentage of your purchase prices. 

Unfortunately, our new CT tax laws have forced 

Amazon to cancel this program. 

Thanks to all who participated in the past! 

 
 

“Project Linus Workshop” 
Sunday, October 23rd  

@ 11:30 a.m. 
 

Last year, our Education Committee chose 

“Project Linus” as the Church School Mission 

Outreach for 2010.  This year we plan to again 

support this program which distributes  

handmade blankets to local children who are 

seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need 

of comfort and warmth. 

 

Those who worked at last year’s workshop 

creating NO-SEW FLEECE TIED blankets 

had a ball!  It is so easy to do! 

 

We invite you to participate in this year’s 

workshop on October 23.  All you need are a 

good pair of fabric scissors and a yardstick.  

Our “Birthday Dimes” program covers the rest 

of the materials needed. 

 

Teams of two or more create each blanket.  

You do not need to be a Sunday School 

member to participate.  All ages are 

welcomed. 

 

A Sign-Up chart will be in the Narthex in 

September.  Please indicate that you are 

coming so we can plan on materials and to 

include you in our delicious Pizza Pie Lunch! 

 

You won’t want to miss being a part of this 

special day and project! 

 

If you have any questions, please see  

Karen Waldmann or email her at: 

kaw726@comcast.net 
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In Case of Emergencies 
During the summertime, when the 

Waldmann’s might be away, should you 

need emergency pastoral care, please know 

of the following pastoral coverage: 

 

July 18 ���� 31:  

 The Rev. Laura Galbraith, 

 860.584.0529 

August 1 ���� 17: 

 The Rev. Elvin Clayton, 

 860.919.3194 

 

Our Staff Parish Relations Chair., Mitch 

Underwood, 860.747.9829, and our Church 

Council Chair., Greg Michaud, 

860.793.9590, can also be of help should 

any emergencies arise. 
 

With Sacred Remembrance 
 

The second Sunday of this coming 

September will be the tenth anniversary of 

the devastation of “9/11.”  Our worship 

will include the sharing of Holy 

Communion along with a time for 

reflection upon that which we must focus 

for the faithful living of our lives.   
 

We hope that you will be present at this 

worship and visually see that with which 

God blesses us to be our center, something 

that I saw the only time that I was at the top 

of the World Trade Center. 
 

I am hoping that the slide reproduces well 

in print and perhaps projection form! 
 

-- Pastor Waldmann. 

    

 

What a wonderful lift it was to receive 

encouragement from my church family, the 

Pastor and Karen, during by resent medical 

problems.  I appreciate all the caring 

thoughts, prayers and cards during this 

time.  Thanks every so much, 

Mary Tompkins  

 

 
To our friends at PUMC:   

 

Your prayers, cards, kind words and 

thoughts were much appreciated when 

our brother Frank and sister Mabell 

passed away.  Thank you! 

 

Bob and Edna Groover 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURSCHURCH OFFICE HOURSCHURCH OFFICE HOURSCHURCH OFFICE HOURS    

The Church Office Summer Hours will begin 

on June 13
th 
and end on September 5, 2011.   

The office we be closed on Mondays and open 

from 9 am to noon on Tuesday through 

Friday.  Have a safe and happy summer. 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE: SUNDAY SCHOOL ………………………………..Resumes September 11
th
  

                                           SUNDAY WORSHIP….………………………………..……………..10:00AM 
AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS 
 
                   7 -  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION, Guest Worship Celebrant, 10AM 
                  18 -  American Red Cross Blood Drive, 1:30 to 6:30 PM-Call 1-800-GIVELIFE for Appointment 
                  28 -  Annual Conference Presentation By Lay Delegates, 10 AM  
 
SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
   
                   5 -  Church Office Closed to Observe the Labor Day Holiday 
                   5 -   CHURCH OFFICE HOURS RETURN TO MONDAY THRU FRIDAY- 9 AM TO 1 PM 
                 11 -  Sunday School Rally Day, 9 AM, 10th Anniversary of 9/11 with Holy Communion, 10 AM 
                 11 -  October/November “MESSENGER” Articles DUE DATE 
                 17 -  PUMC Tag Sale, 9 AM to 2 PM 
                 18 -  Bible Presentations and Teacher Dedication, 10 AM   
 4, 11, 18, 25 -  Choir Rehearsal, Follows Worship 

 
 (For more dates and times, also see full calendar on the last page.) 

 
August Birthdays 

  2 - Gail Adams 

  2 - Christian Jared Bangloy 

  4 - Samuel Carney 

  5 - Linda Hodlin 

  7 - Herb Dirrigl 

  7 - Paige Levesque 

  8 - Heather Tampellini 

10 - Patti Walsh 

12 - Nolan Cooke 

12 - Tracey Michaud 

13 - Dawn Richardson 

14 - Robert Webster 

14 - Beverly Whitman 

17 - Sean Thomas Carney 

21 - Wanda Janowksi  

22 - Pliny Hodlin 

27 - Steve Ostroski 

27 - Duncan Studley 

27 - Diane Thaxton 

29 - Faith Fabrizio 
29 - Lois Nilson 

 
September Birthdays 

  1 - Bill Morrison 

  1 - Robin Sack 

  5 - Isaiah Bandle  

  7 - Alison Recinos 

  8 - Judy Thompson 

  9 - Dean Corriveau 

  9 - Kevin Hodlin 

10 - Ashley Thompson 

10 - Barbara Wazorko  

11 - James Davis 

14 - Robert Groover 

17 - Ellen Cedarfield  

20 - Lily Barry 

 22 - Kenley Steele 

22 - Colin Blake 

23 - Jason Franceschini 

23 - Gert LaCombe 

25 - Donna Burns 

 26 - Kenneth Mousch 

26 - Joe Wojcik 

28 - Denise Krom 
30 - Shawn Blake 

 

Happy Anniversary!!! 
August 

  7 - Robert & Teresa Silvestri 

10 - Robert & Nancy Burns 

16 - James & Claudette Lathrop-53
rd
 

17 - Joe & Melissa Wojcik-2005 

22 - Paul & Marie Larson 

29 - Rev. James & Bjorg Davis-58
th
 

31 - John & Kitty Delin-65
th
  

31 - Dr. Bob & Beverly Rackliffe 

September 
  5 - Kenneth & Donna Mousch 

10 - Gary & Barbara Willard 

12 - Lee & Donna Burns 

24 - Keith & Sue LaCombe 

 
Any corrections, deletions or additions? 
Email the church, call the office or drop 
a note into the church office box in the 
narthex. 
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Well it is almost that time again for our annual 

TAG SALE so empty those closets, drawers, 

and cellars and bring your items to the church 

to be sold at the tag sale. 
 

Your items can be left outside the tag sale 

room or given to the Tuesday Ladies for sale.  

We also will be having a bake sale so stop in or 

drop off some goodies to be sold or purchased. 
 

Do not forget the date --- September 17
th
 --- 

mark it on your calendar and come see what we 

have for sale.   
 

A sign up sheet to work that day will be forth 

coming.   

 

Donna C. Burns, Chairman 

And All Her Helpers 
 

 

CRAFT FAIR 
After the Tag Sale, watch for the Roast Pork 

Dinner and the next fund raiser for the year will 

be our craft fair, so mark on your calendar 

December 3
rd
 for our annual Sleigh Bell Craft 

Fair and Bake Sale. 
 

Further information will be coming in October 

and November. 
 

Donna C. Burns, Chairman 

 
 

College Student Outreach Program 
 

Our first year of reaching out to our college 

students was very successful.  Our congregation 

“adopted” and corresponded with 12 students, 

with notes of well wishes being sent to New York, 

Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Germany!  Thank 

you to the individuals and families that adopted 

our college students.   
 

If you did not have an opportunity for the past 

school year, we will be re-adopting college 

students again this fall.  In September, college 

student’s names and contact information will be 

posted in the Narthex.  Come by and choose one 

student with whom you will keep in touch with 

throughout the 2011-2012 school year.  Ideas for 

keeping in touch with your adopted college 

student include: mailing occasional cards; sending 

occasional emails; sending a birthday card; or 

sending a simple care package. 
 

Thank you for considering adopting a college 

student for the upcoming school year. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa 

Helvie (860-582-4828 or 

lmhelvie717@yahoo.com).   
 

Calling All College Students 
 

If you did not participate in the College Student 

Outreach program last school year or you are a 

new college student that would like to participate, 

please contact Lisa Helvie (860-582-4828 or 

lmhelvie717@yahoo.com).  You will need to 

send: your college and year of study; your address 

during the school year; your email address; and 

your birthday. 
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RECYCLE  

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

••••      Printer cartridges create over 1.9 billion 
pounds of non-biodegradable waste in our 
landfills 

••••      In North America alone, over 350 million 
cartridges are thrown out each year 

••••      It can take up to 450 years for a laser 
cartridge to decompose in a landfill  

••••      This year alone, over 100 million cell 
phones will be discarded resulting in 65,000 
tons of waste  

••••      On average, cell phones only used for 18 
months before they are thrown away  

••••      Cell phones contain potentially hazardous 
substances and should always be recycled 

••••      It only takes one cell phone to pollute up to 
34.9 gallons of water 

 
THANK YOU to all who have 
donated your used cell phones, 
empty inkjet cartridges and laser, 
copier, fax and all-in-one toner 
cartridges.  YOU HAVE MADE A 

DIFFERENCE!   By recycling 
you have helped our planet 
and our church too!  The 

church has collected over 
$350.00 just from your 
recycling !!    
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONTINUE 

TO RECYCLE !!! 
Collection boxes are located in the 

Narthex. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to saves your shoes boxes. 

 Our church will once again be 

supporting Operation Christmas Child 

in November.  Information will be 

available in the Narthex sometime in 

August. 
 

 

 
 

Non-perishable food items for the Plainville 
Food Pantry are being collected EVERY 

Sunday.  Please place the items being donated 
on the table located in the sanctuary. 
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T h e  N e w  Y o r k  A n n u a l  

Conference, through the grace of God, 

embodies a beloved community of hope, 

building up a healthy body of Christ, with 

heart-warmed United Methodists in 

mission for the transformation of the 

world. 
 

A Report from the 212
th
 Session of the New 

York Annual Conference. 
Annual Conference was held on June 8-11 at 
Hofstra University in Hempstead, NY. The theme 
was: For Such a Time as This We Are Heart 
Warmed United Methodists in Mission. 

Wednesday started with registration and the Laity 
Session. The Laity Session had as its theme 
“Surprised By The Spirit”. After welcoming words 
from each of the District Lay Leaders, there were 
short presentations on the ways that the Spirit is 
present in our lives. The Connecticut District 
presented “The Spirit of Intersession.” Following 
the presentations the nominees for Lay Delegates 
and Lay Alternates were introduced to the body. 

The Wednesday evening session started off with the 
election of a new Conference Secretary Frederick 
Jackson.  The worship featured Bishop Park 
preaching on the topic of “Blessed Assurance.” The 
Session closed with a demonstration of the 
electronic voting system that was to be used in the 
election of delegates.  
 

The Thursday morning session started with an 
opening prayer by our District Superintendent 
Ken Kieffer. Thursday's activities included a 
memorial service for clergy, clergy spouses and 
children as well as lay members of Annual 
Conference who have died since last Annual 
Conference. 
 

Later, the Corporate Session included reports 
from the Board of Trustees, Finance and 
Administration, and Board of Pensions. During the 
afternoon, all delegates were divided among 7 
legislative sections (previously selected by each 
delegate) to discuss and vote on the many petitions 
submitted to Annual Conference by individual 
local churches or committees associated with New 
York Annual Conference. Topics included such 
diverse matters as conference camps;; same sex 
marriage; pensions and health benefits for clergy.  

During the evening, there was a “Jubilee 
Celebration” honoring those who are retiring 
from active ministry. There were 18 retirees 
honored. 
 

Friday morning started with a breakfast for the 
Connecticut District. The breakfast gave 
everyone a chance to get to know each other and 
to find out what’s happening in our District. The 
morning session included balloting and reports 
from many groups within the Annual 
Conference including: Lay Leaders, Bishops' 
Cabinet, pensions and nominating. The report of 
the Bishop’s Cabinet is usually interesting but 
not one that people leave the hall talking about. 
This year it was given by our District 
Superintendent Rev. Ken Kieffer. In typical Ken 
Kieffer fashion he wowed the assembly and 
elevated the “Report of the Bishop’s Cabinet” to 
one of the highlights of the Conference. Bishop 
Jeremiah J. Park also addressed the conference. 
 

During the afternoon results of Thursday's 
legislative sessions were considered by the full 
delegation. We voted yes or no to the 
recommendations of the legislative sections 
regarding all the petitions considered. Some 
of the petitions elicited lots of discussion, both 
pro and con, yet, despite the strong feelings on 
many issues, everyone remembered that they 
were a Christian and the whole session was quite 
civil. 
 

Friday evening included the Celebration of 
Ministry. A service of Commissioning, 
Ordination and Recognition. During this service, 
commissioning and recognition of four local 
pastors, one provisional deacon, seven 
provisional elders, two associate members took 
place. In addition, nine individuals were 
ordained. Bishop Violet L. Fisher presented the 
message. Bishop Fisher’s powerful preaching 
left the building vibrating with the power of the 
Holy Spirit. A business session was held after 
the “Service of Ministry”. 
 

Saturday was quite a day. The morning was 
devoted a celebration of missions. An additional 
1,500 people showed up for the celebration. Each 
Church was asked to highlight their mission work 
with their banner. Thomas Kemper, general 
secretary of the General Board of Global 
Ministries urged the gathering to embrace the 
UMC’s focus on being in ministry with” the poor, 
stressing the word “with.”  
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“He said that “John Wesley worked to move 
families away from the idea of simple charity 
to a place where they could become 
empowered to become self-sustaining.” During 
the session Bishop Park came out and did 130 
push-ups as part of his effort to raise money for 
missions. 
 

Throughout the Conference the laity and the 
clergy voted on ballot after ballot for delegates 
and alternates to General Conference and 
Jurisdictional Conference 
 

It was an honor and an education to be your 
representatives at Conference this year.  
 

Mitch Underwood and Lois Hodlin 
 

 

It’s a Wonderful Life 
On my way to Annual Conference there was 
stop and go construction on 684.  I couldn’t take 
my favorite bridge as it was deemed to be the 
most unsafe bridge in the United States.  I also 
took the wrong exit and started driving on a 
north shore local road.  I tried to get in the 
spirit, so I figured an island was the best place 
to get lost.  I mean, if I kept driving, I was 
bound to get there.  I stopped at a Starbuck’s, 
back tracked, and arrived at registration an 
hour later than I expected.  With no time to 
unpack or have lunch, I went straight to the 
Laity Session.  I kept telling myself this was 
about faith. 
 

I entered the arena a bit bedraggled.  I looked 
around for Mitch.  We usually sit in the front 
row center aisle seats.  Imagine my surprise to 
see him on the dais as the next Lay Leader 
speaker!  I would see him there two more times. 
 Once he would assist our District 
Superintendent giving communion to the 
delegates, and another time he, again, would 

represent Conference Lay Leaders. 
Every four years we elect delegates to go to 
General Conference.  The difficulty is that 
almost all of those running are super qualified.  
One works at the Yale Divinity School.  One has 
done mission work in Africa and South 
America.  Another knows Robert’s Rules of 
order inside and out – a good thing if there is an 
amendment to the amendment.  Others have a 
Master of Divinity degree.  So it takes many 
rounds of voting to get a consensus.  This year, 
however, we were aided by a wireless keypad, 
which only takes seconds to record. 
 

There were several dynamic speakers and 
moving singers, but, mostly, I realized I was 
starting to know my way around.  I corrected 
the registration aide who told me to park near 
the student cafeteria.  I asked if it would be 
better to park in the large, empty back parking 
lot that was not under construction.  If I didn’t 
know the directions to the Connecticut 
breakfast, which constantly changes, I knew 
who to ask.  I could help new delegates-and 
some who were not so new, but still confused. 
 

Budget cuts had hit the Conference.  There 
were fewer Hallelujah Choruses and people 
dancing around the aisles.  A lot of money went 
to the high tech wireless key pads used for 
efficient voting. 
 

As I drove home, I found my self singing: “Lift 
high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, Till 
all the world adore his sacred Name.”  I 
realized some thing happens at Annual 
Conference – that “X” factor.  It wasn’t the 
Bishop’s sermon or the session that ended an 
hour after the buses stopped so I had to walk 
across the campus to the dorm at 11:30 pm.  It 
was that for four days I was enmeshed in 
Christian community, a safe sanctuary.  People 
don’t cut, bully, or steal.  Two strangers become 
best-est friends for ninety six hours.  People 
say; “Please”, “Thank You”, and “May I Help 
You?”  It gets under the skin.  It nurtures the 
soul.  All I can say is, it give those 1930 and 
1940 MGM Jimmy Stewart movies competition. 
 It’s a wonderful life! 
 

                             Annual Conference Delegate, 
                                Lois Hodlin
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THE PLAINVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 1 / S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 1 
 

"MESSENGER" 
 

OUR PURPOSE 
 
As members together in the body of Christ and in this congregation of the 

Plainville United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant to faithfully 

participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our 

gifts and our service, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ. 
 

GOD IS CALLING US TO BE AN OPEN, LOVING COMMUNITY OF FAITHFUL 
CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES. 

 
 
 

PLAINVILLE United Methodist Church  
56 Red Stone Hill  
Plainville, CT 06062  
 

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS  
CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
DATED MATERIAL - PLEASE DO NOT HOLD 
 
PUMC Church Staff: 
Pastor 
  The Rev. Russell Waldmann 
Secretary 
  Mrs. Eliana Foertsch 
The Organist/Choir Director 
  Mr. David McWilliams 

Inside Custodian 
  Mrs. Pamela Kendall 

Outside Custodian 
  Mr. Robert Burns 

 
Church Office - 860-747-2328 
Parsonage - 860-747-2592       

                                                      


